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where we saluted the Pontifical flag, which was soon
to cease to be recognized as an emblem of the Pope's
temporal power by other nations.

We were in the harbors of Italy, enjoying the
privilege of oniooking neutrals, when the war be-
tween France and Italy and Austria was in progress.
Here it was, watching keenly for the news from day
to day, that we heard of the victory of Solferino,
which was a crushing blow to the Austrian power
which the skilful machinations of Metternich had
built. Napoleon III was in the zenith of his career.
When I consider what a grand figure he was in the
imagination of Europe when we fired salutes in honor
of his birthday two months after this battle, it seems
hard to realize what a small figure posterity has made
of him.

In spite of the diplomatic officiousness of Lord
de Redcliffe at Constantinople, any memory of this
Mediterranean cruise would not be complete with-
out some mention of our pleasant relations with the
British Navy. It has been a rule that wherever a
British and an American ship meet their officers and
their crews fraternize. The two services speak the
same language; they have a common inheritance of
naval discipline and customs. Exchanges of visits
which are ceremonial where other navies are con-
cerned become friendly calls in a congenial atmos-
phere. When the 28th Regiment of British in-
fantry passed out of the Bosphorus on EL M. S.